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COUNCIL
19 NOVEMBER 2014
(19.15 - 22.02)
PRESENT The Mayor of Merton, Councillor Agatha Mary Akyigyina, 

The Deputy Mayor of Merton, Councillor Laxmi Attawar
 
Councillors: Stephen Alambritis, Mark Allison, Stan Anderson, 
Hamish Badenoch, John Bowcott, Michael Bull, Adam Bush, 
Tobin Byers, David Chung, Caroline Cooper-Marbiah, 
Pauline Cowper, Stephen Crowe, Mary Curtin, David Dean, 
John Dehaney, Nick Draper, Edward Foley, Brenda Fraser, 
Fidelis Gadzama, Ross Garrod, Suzanne Grocott, Jeff Hanna, 
Joan Henry, Daniel Holden, James Holmes, Janice Howard, 
Mary-Jane Jeanes, Abigail Jones, Philip Jones, Andrew Judge, 
Sally Kenny, Linda Kirby, Abdul Latif, Najeeb Latif, 
Brian Lewis-Lavender, Gilli Lewis-Lavender, Edith Macauley, 
Russell Makin, Maxi Martin, Peter McCabe, Oonagh Moulton, 
Ian Munn, Katy Neep, Dennis Pearce, John Sargeant, 
Judy Saunders, David Simpson, Marsie Skeete, 
Peter Southgate, Geraldine Stanford, Linda Taylor, Imran Uddin, 
Gregory Udeh, Peter Walker, Jill West, Martin Whelton and 
David Williams.

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Item 1)

Apologies were received from Councillor Charlie Chirico.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Agenda Item 2)

No declarations were made.

3 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (Agenda Item 3)

The minutes of the Council meeting held on the 10 September 2014 were approved 
as a correct record.

4 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE MAYOR, LEADER OF THE COUNCIL AND 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE (Agenda Item 4)

The Mayor provided the Council with an update on her recent Mayoral duties as well 
as updating the Council that so far she had raised approximately £18,000 for her 
Mayoral charities.

The Mayor then led the tributes to the passing of Honorary Alderman and former 
Councillor Jan Jones and former Councillor Ron Wilson. She then invited Councillors 
Nick Draper and David Williams to say a few words on the death of Honorary 
Alderman and former Councillor Jan Jones. Councillors Stephen Alambritis, Peter 
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Southgate and Oonagh Moulton then said a few words on the death of former 
Councillor Ron Wilson. A copy of the speeches are included as Appendix A. 

The Mayor informed the Council that Lola Barrett, had recently won the Compact 
Voice Chair’s Special Award, the ‘Chris Frost Award’, at the National Compact 
Awards. The Council was also nominated in four other categories. 

The Leader announced that the Council had also recently won an award as the ‘most 
small business friendly Council in London,’ which was awarded jointly by the 
Federation of Small Businesses and the London Councils. 

5 PUBLIC QUESTIONS TO CABINET MEMBERS (Agenda Item 5)

The responses to the written public questions were circulated prior to the meeting. 
The Mayor then invited each of the questioners in turn to ask (if they wished) a 
supplementary question to the appropriate Cabinet Member.

A copy of the supplementary questions and the responses would be included within 
the ‘Public questions to Cabinet Members’ published document.

6 COUNCILLORS' ORDINARY PRIORITY QUESTIONS TO CABINET 
MEMBERS (Agenda Item 6)

The responses to the Members’ ordinary priority questions were circulated prior to 
the meeting. The Mayor then invited each of those Councillors in turn to ask (if they 
wished) a further supplementary question to the Cabinet Member.

A copy of the supplementary questions and the responses would be included within 
the ‘Councillors' ordinary priority questions’ to cabinet members published document.

7a  STRATEGIC THEME: COUNCILLORS' QUESTIONS TO CABINET 
MEMBERS (Agenda Item 7a)

The responses to the Members’ strategic theme priority questions were circulated 
prior to the meeting. The Mayor then invited each of those Councillors in turn to ask 
(if they wished) a further supplementary question to the Cabinet Member.

A copy of the supplementary questions and the responses would be included within 
the ‘Strategic theme: Councillors' questions to Cabinet Members’ published 
document.

7b  STRATEGIC THEME: MAIN REPORT (Agenda Item 7b)

The report was moved by Councillor Edith Macauley and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Alambritis.

Councillor Jill West also spoke on this item

RESOLVED:
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That the report is agreed

7c  STRATEGIC THEME: MOTIONS - LABOUR 1 (Agenda Item 7c)

The motion was moved by Councillor Andrew Judge and seconded by Councillor 
Katy Neep

Councillors Mary-Jane Jeanes and Gilli Lewis-Lavender also spoke on this item

A roll-call was called on the substantive motion.

Voting in Favour:
Councillors: Agatha Mary Akyigyina,  Stephen Alambritis, Mark Allison, Stan 
Anderson, Laxmi Attawar, Tobin Byers, David Chung, Caroline Cooper-Marbiah, 
Pauline Cowper, Mary Curtin, John Dehaney, Nick Draper, Brenda Fraser, Fidelis 
Gadzama, Ross Garrod, Jeff Hanna, Joan Henry, Mary-Jane Jeanes, Abigail Jones, 
Philip Jones, Andrew Judge, Sally Kenny, Linda Kirby, Edith Macauley, Russell 
Makin, Maxi Martin, Peter McCabe, Ian Munn, Katy Neep, Dennis Pearce, Judy 
Saunders, Marsie Skeete, Geraldine Stanford, Imran Uddin, Gregory Udeh, Peter 
Walker and Martin Whelton. (37)

Voting Against
None (0)

Not Voting:
Councillors: Hamish Badenoch, John Bowcott, Michael Bull, Adam Bush, Stephen 
Crowe, David Dean, Edward Foley, Suzanne Grocott, Daniel Holden, James Holmes, 
Janice Howard, Abdul Latif, Najeeb Latif, Brian Lewis-Lavender, Gilli Lewis-
Lavender, Oonagh Moulton, John Sargeant, David Simpson, Peter Southgate, Linda 
Taylor, Jill West, and David Williams. (22)

The Mayor declared the motion to be carried.

RESOLVED:

That the Council notes that the Mayor's Office for Police and Crime (MOPAC) has 
been selling off residential properties across London as part of their 2013-16 Estate 
Strategy, with tenants at Raynesfield, Raynes Park and 30 Griffiths Road, South 
Wimbledon served with eviction notices.

These tenants are mainly key workers such as nurses, teaching and school support 
staff and care workers, and are on modest incomes and have lived in these 
properties for up to 20 years. With average house prices and private rents in the area 
well beyond what their income would afford, they will have to uproot their families, 
leaving their jobs and removing their children from their schools.  They have had no 
assistance from the Mayor of London in finding new homes in the area.
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Council notes that after a hard fought campaign by local residents, MOPAC has now 
announced that the evictions at Raynesfield have been halted whilst the policy is 
reviewed. However this comes too late for residents of 30 Griffiths Road where all the 
families have already been forced out.  

Council urges the Mayor of London to put a permanent stop to the evictions at 
Raynesfield and calls on the Mayor to work with tenants to find a solution which 
allows them to remain in their homes or to find them suitable alternative affordable 
accommodation in the neighbourhood. 

7d  STRATEGIC THEME: MOTIONS - LABOUR 2 (Agenda Item 7d)

The motion was moved by Councillor Jeff Hanna and seconded by Councillor Edith 
Macauley

Councillors Hamish Badenoch and Peter Southgate also spoke on this item

A roll-call was called on the substantive motion.

Voting in Favour:
Councillors: Stephen Alambritis, Mark Allison, Stan Anderson, Laxmi Attawar, Tobin 
Byers, David Chung, Caroline Cooper-Marbiah, Pauline Cowper, Mary Curtin, John 
Dehaney, Nick Draper, Edward Foley, Brenda Fraser, Fidelis Gadzama, Ross 
Garrod, Jeff Hanna, Joan Henry, Mary-Jane Jeanes, Abigail Jones, Philip Jones, 
Andrew Judge, Sally Kenny, Linda Kirby, Edith Macauley, Russell Makin, Maxi 
Martin, Peter McCabe, Ian Munn, Katy Neep, Dennis Pearce, John Sargeant, Judy 
Saunders, Marsie Skeete, Peter Southgate, Geraldine Stanford, Imran Uddin, 
Gregory Udeh, Peter Walker and Martin Whelton. (39)

Voting Against:
Councillors: Hamish Badenoch, John Bowcott, Michael Bull, Adam Bush, Stephen 
Crowe, David Dean, Suzanne Grocott, Daniel Holden, James Holmes, Janice 
Howard, Abdul Latif, Najeeb Latif, Brian Lewis-Lavender, Gilli Lewis-Lavender, 
Oonagh Moulton, David Simpson, Linda Taylor, Jill West, and David Williams. (19)

Not Voting:
Councillor: Agatha Mary Akyigyina. (1)

The Mayor declared the motion to be carried.

RESOLVED

That the Council notes that whilst levels of crime in Merton are the third lowest in 
London, and fear of crime is lower than the London average, nevertheless there are 
areas of the borough where concern about crime is substantially higher than average, 
and 46% of our young people include crime amongst their top three concerns, and 
believes that these concerns can be better addressed.
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That the Council notes that although current police deployment in Merton is based on 
three sectors, based around Wimbledon, Morden and Mitcham, each with the same 
number of wards and the same number of Local Police Team officers, statistics show 
some 42% of crime in Merton to occur within the Mitcham sector, including violent 
crime, recent stabbings, and crime related to drug dealing, all of which causes an 
increased degree of fear of crime amongst residents living in these wards, and even 
within sectors there are particular areas and times when crime is typically higher than 
the norm, such as Wimbledon town centre in the evening and night-time. We 
recognise the need for increased policing of those areas at those times.

The Council is conscious that the vast majority of residents in Mitcham and of 
Wimbledon are responsible, law abiding citizens, as is true across the borough, 
believes that all our residents are entitled to a level of policing that responds to the 
incidence and seriousness of crime in their immediate neighbourhood, and confirms 
that this should be provided by the Mayor of London, without subsidy from council tax 
payers from an increasing hard-pressed council budget.

The Council was pleased to host the ‘meet the public’ session with the Metropolitan 
Commissioner, Sir Bernard Hogan-Howe on Monday 10 November in this council 
chamber, and noted 

a. his confirmation that individual Borough Commanders are not required to 
deploy officers evenly across sectors, but are free to deploy their officers across 
and within sectors in accordance with the needs of each of those sectors, and also

b. his recognition that in moving away from the Safer Neighbour Team model of 
deployment, the Metropolitan Police had gone further than was wise, to the 
detriment of effective community intelligence gathering, and his acknowledgement 
that current Ward (Home Beat) teams might need to be increased in order to 
improve this.

The Council accordingly calls on Merton’s Borough Commander, Chief 
Superintendent Stuart MacLeod, to review the deployment of his officers across the 
Borough, 

i. retaining the Ward (Home Beat) officers currently attached to each ward,

ii. increasing the number of Ward (Home Beat) officers in wards most affected by 
crime to provide more routine patrols, improved levels of trust, increased community 
intelligence, and 

iii. sharing the remaining Local Policing officers between sectors, and within those 
sectors, on the basis of need, as evidenced by recent crime statistics.

The Council also requests Ch. Supt. MacLeod to provide the Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission when he next attends with a breakdown of the revised deployment of 
Local Policing officers, setting out the rational by which that deployment has been 
determined.
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7e  STRATEGIC THEME: MOTIONS - CONSERVATIVE (Agenda Item 7e)

The motion was moved by Councillor David Simpson and seconded by Councillor 
James Holmes

Councillor Joan Henry also spoke on this item.

The motion was put a vote by the Mayor with 22 votes in Favour, 35 votes Against 
and 2 Not Voting.

The Mayor declared that the Motion falls.

8 REPORT OF COLLIERS WOOD COMMUNITY FORUM (Agenda Item 8)

Councillor John Dehaney presented the report, which was received by the Council. 

9 REPORT OF MITCHAM COMMUNITY FORUM (Agenda Item 9)

Councillor Ian Munn presented the report, which was received by the Council. 

10 REPORT OF MORDEN COMMUNITY FORUM (Agenda Item 10)

Councillor Philip Jones presented the report, which was received by the Council. 

11 REPORT OF RAYNES PARK COMMUNITY FORUM (Agenda Item 11)

Councillor Mary-Jane Jeanes presented the report, which was received by the 
Council. 

12 REPORT OF WIMBLEDON COMMUNITY FORUM (Agenda Item 12)

Councillor James Holmes presented the report, which was received by the Council. 

13 NOTICES OF MOTION - CONSERVATIVE (Agenda Item 13)

The motion was moved by Councillor David Williams and seconded by Councillor 
Adam Bush

The Labour amendment, as set out in item 27 was moved by Councillors Andrew 
Judge and seconded by Councillor Ian Munn.

The Labour amendment was then put to the vote and was carried – votes in favour 
39, and votes against 19 with 1 abstention.
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The substantive resolution was agreed.

RESOLVED:

This Council notes the various consultations that have been conducted by the 
London Borough of Merton in recent years on proposed regeneration schemes 
around the borough. These have included:

• Rediscover Mitcham;
• Connecting Colliers Wood;
• Rainbow Industrial Estate Planning Brief;
• Morden Station Planning Brief;
• ‘Future Wimbledon’ conference and ideas competition on the evolution of 

Wimbledon town centre over the next 15 years; and
• The Local Plan for the Ravensbury, High Path and Eastfields housing estates.

Council welcomes this investment in Merton’s future and congratulates the Future 
Merton team on undertaking intensive consultation around all of these developments 
to ensure the views of residents are heard. 

Council further notes that, unlike a number of other councils, Merton has successfully 
completed the detailed process of developing a Local Plan for the borough.  This 
comprehensive series of documents  sets out an overarching strategic vision for the 
borough’s future development whilst also incorporating more detailed considerations 
of particular town centres, such as Morden, Mitcham, Colliers Wood and Wimbledon 
and sets out the infrastructural needs and opportunities arising from future 
development.         

This Council understands and takes seriously its responsibility not only to listen to the 
views of residents and businesses about significant changes proposed for their 
neighbourhoods but also to act on the results of these consultations to ensure that 
any plans drawn up by town planners, architects and developers are translated into a 
real and deliverable vision, which enjoys the support of the local community and 
brings tangible benefits to the people living and working here.

Furthermore, this Council appreciates the importance of investing in high quality 
homes and stronger communities, and not just in buildings, and recognises that one 
of the major concerns raised by residents about large scale regeneration projects is 
their impact on local infrastructure such as school places, traffic congestion, parking 
and health services.

Council therefore welcomes the administration’s creation of more than 2,000 extra 
school places in our local primary schools with 2,000 more planned and, following on 
from this success, the secondary school strategy being implemented by the 
administration to ensure all our young people can attend a good local school. Council 
further welcomes the administration’s commitment to tackling traffic congestion in the 
borough through a series of measures to smooth traffic flow and reduce traffic and 
parking contraventions. The council’s ambitious plans for Merton’s future make it 
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even more important that we continue our fight to maintain accident and emergency, 
maternity and related services at St Helier hospital.  However, council regrets the 
threatened closure of the Vineyard Hill surgery in Wimbledon, noting that lack of 
government investment in the NHS is a real issue in London and the closure of this 
surgery can only add to the issues our residents face in trying to get a GP 
appointment locally.
   
This Council therefore calls on the Cabinet to:

a) continue to set out its strategic vision, priorities and timetable for its 
overarching regeneration plan for Merton and the key elements within it; and

b) continue to provide a clear and strategic plan for the specific infrastructure 
required to accompany such regeneration in each location around the

14 POLLING PLACE & POLLING DISTRICT REVIEW (Agenda Item 14)

The report was moved by Councillor Mark Allison and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Alambritis.

Councillor Janice Howard also spoke on this item

RESOLVED:

That the full Council agrees to the revisions to the polling districts and polling places 
as set out in the appendix of the report.

15 ELECTORAL REGISTRATION OFFICER – DELEGATION OF POWERS 
(Agenda Item 15)

The report was moved by Councillor Mark Allison and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Alambritis.

Councillor Suzanne Grocott also spoke on this item

RESOLVED:

That the Council agrees to authorise the Electoral Registration Officer (ERO) to 
appoint Deputy Electoral Registration Officers to carry out his powers and duties 
either in full or in part in accordance with section 52(2) of the Representation of the 
People Act 1983.

16 COUNCIL TAX EMPTY HOMES PREMIUM (Agenda Item 16)

The report was moved by Councillor Mark Allison and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Alambritis.

Councillor Janice Howard also spoke on this item

RESOLVED:
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That the Council agrees to implement the council tax empty home premium of an 
additional charge of 50% on the council tax for long term empty properties (over two 
years empty) from 1 April 2015.

17 COUNCIL TAX SUPPORT SCHEME (Agenda Item 17)

The report was moved by Councillor Mark Allison and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Alambritis.

Councillor Suzanne Grocott also spoke on this item

The motion was put a vote by the Mayor with 40 votes in Favour, 0 votes Against and 
19 Not-Voting.

RESOLVED:

That the Council, agrees to the uprating changes for the 2015/16 council tax support 
scheme, as detailed in within the Council Tax Support Scheme report, in order to 
maintain low council tax charges for those on lower incomes and other vulnerable 
residents. 

18 ADDITIONS TO THE APPROVED CAPITAL PROGRAMME ABOVE 
£500,000 (Agenda Item 18)

The motion was moved by Councillor Mark Allison and seconded by Councillor Judy 
Saunders

The Conservative amendment, as set out in item 28 was moved by Councillors 
Suzanne Grocott and seconded by Councillor Stephen Crowe.

The Conservative amendment was then put to the vote and fell by – votes in favour 
20, and votes against 38 with 1 abstention.

The original motion was then agreed.

RESOLVED:

That Council approves the following two schemes for inclusion in the Capital 
Programme:

Scheme 2014/15
£

2015/16
£

Expenditure
The Gables Conversion* 577,300 0
Measures to tackle traffic congestion and road safety 0 1,300,000
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Funding
Mansell Capital Grant (577,300) 0
Revenue Contribution to the Capital Programme 0 (1,300,000)

*subject to reviewing the need for legal charge/financial penalties and clarification of the financial 
benefit to the Authority.

19 REVIEW OF PART 4F OF THE CONSTITUTION - FINANCIAL 
REGULATIONS (Agenda Item 19)

RESOLVED:

That the Council:

A). agrees the revised Financial Regulations for the Authority. This document will 
replace Part 4F of the Council’s Constitution.

B). approves the changes in respect of Contract Standing Order Number 6 and 
Appendices 2 and 4 of Contract Standing Orders.

20 FAIRTRADE RESOLUTION (Agenda Item 20)

RESOLVED:

That the Council agrees to renew it's promise to promote the application of Fairtrade 
principles and environmental justice in support of the Thematic Partnership 
'Sustainable Communities and Transport'. In this, Merton Council will:
o review, and where appropriate, amend its own practices as a demonstration of 

leading by example, including where value for money can be demonstrated, 
using Fairtrade Mark products;

o ensure this philosophy is carried through in the way the council delivers 
services and works with its partners, the voluntary sector and businesses;

o as a practical demonstration support the Fairtrade Merton steering group 
through:
 a dedicated link officer in the council; 
 attendance at steering group meetings by council representative; 
 the council to publicise Fairtrade and associated events; 
 the council to support Fairtrade Merton with support for administrative 

tasks in promoting Fairtrade e.g. printing promotional material;
 the Leader of the Council and all other party leaders supporting Fairtrade 

in council activities and through their activities; 
 the support of Cabinet Member for Environmental Sustainability and 

Regeneration; and 
 the support for Fairtrade events by the Mayor.
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21 LONDON COUNCIL'S TRANSPORT & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE BRITISH PARKING ASSOCIATION FOR AN 
APPEALS SERVICE FOR PARKING ON PRIVATE LAND (Agenda Item 21)

RESOLVED:

That the Council:

A). agrees that the functions delegated to the London Councils Transport and 
Environment Committee to enter into the arrangements with the British Parking 
Association were and continue to be delivered pursuant to section 1 of the Localism 
Act 2011;

B). delegate the exercise of section 1 of the 2011 Act to the London Councils 
Transport and Environment Committee for the purpose of providing an appeals 
service for parking on private land under contract on a full cost recovery basis

C). delegate the formal signature of the Memorandum of Participation to the 
Director of Environment and Regeneration in consultation with the Cabinet member 
for Environmental Sustainability and Regeneration.

22 SOUTH LONDON PARTNERSHIP - ESTABLISHMENT OF STATUTORY 
JOINT COMMITTEE AND RESOURCING OF PARTNERSHIP (Agenda Item 
22)

RESOLVED

That the Council

A). approves, for its part, the establishment of a Joint Committee with 
neighbouring boroughs in the South London Partnership with the terms of reference 
and remit as set out in Appendix A of the report.
 
B). notes that the Procedure Rules for the Joint Committee will be brought to a 
future meeting of Council for approval.

C). appoints the Leader of the Council to serve as the Council’s representative on 
the Joint Committee 

D). agrees to increase the Borough’s subscription to £35k per annum in order that 
the Partnership is adequately resourced for what it needs to do.

E). agrees that Richmond be the host Borough for staffing, with costs and 
liabilities shared between the constituent boroughs.

23 RECORDING OF NON KEY DELEGATED EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
(Agenda Item 23)
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The report was moved by Councillor Mark Allison and seconded by Councillor 
Stephen Alambritis.

Councillor David Williams also spoke on this item

RESOLVED:

That the Council 

A. agrees the constitutional changes in the relation to the publication of non-key 
officer decisions as set out in the report and that officer  decisions be made 
‘subject to ‘call-in’’ as detailed in appendix A, to the report, with a review after 
six months.

B. agrees a minor constitutional change regarding filming of council meetings in 
order to comply with recent legislation, as detailed in appendix B, to the report.

24 CHANGES TO MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AND RELATED MATTERS 
(Agenda Item 24)

The report was moved by Councillor Stephen Alambritis and seconded by Councillor 
Mark Allison.

Councillor David Simpson also spoken on this item. He commented that a 
membership change had been missed from the report with re-instatement of 
Councillor Linda Taylor to full member of the Children and Young People Overview 
and Scrutiny Panel and the removal of Councillor Hamish Badenoch from full 
member to that of substitute, on 9 September 2014.

RESOLVED:

That Council 

A. notes the changes to the membership of Committees approved under delegated 
powers since the last meeting of the Council, including the re-instatement of 
Councillor Linda Taylor to full member, and Councillor Hamish Badenoch as a 
substitute, to the Children and Young People Overview and Scrutiny Panel 

B. agrees the constitutional changes to the terms of reference of the General 
Purposes Committee, as detailed in Appendix 1 within the report.

25 PETITIONS (Agenda Item 25)

A petition was presented by Councillor Abdul Latif. The petition was called ‘petition 
against rat run and heavy vehicular traffic in South Park Road, between Trinity Road 
and Haydons Road including Wycliffe, Latimer and Bridges Roads, Wimbledon, 
SW19.
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26 BUSINESS FOR THE NEXT ORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
(Agenda Item 26)

That the Strategic theme for the next ordinary meeting of the Council to be held on 2 
February 2015 shall be Corporate Capacity with a focus on the Merton Partnership.
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Appendix A

Speeches on Honorary Alderman and former Councillor Jan Jones and former 
Councillor Ron Wilson

The Mayor

Former Councillor Jan Jones passed away on Wednesday 15 October and leaves 
behind her husband, Honorary Alderman and Freeman of the Borough, Allan Jones.  
Jan served as a conservative Councillor in Lower Morden for 20 years from 1982 to 
2002, when she and Allan moved to Australia to be closer to her family.  

Former Councillor Ron Wilson passed away on Thursday 16 October and leaves 
behind his widow Joyce.  He was first elected in a by-election in 2004 as a 
conservative Councillor for Lower Morden and served until 2010.  During the previous 
conservative administration, Ron served as the older people’s champion.  

Councillor David Williams

I note that former Councillor Mickey Spacey and former executive PA to the Leader 
Joan Hughes are in the public gallery and I know they’ve come here especially as 
they saw Jan and Allan earlier this year.  Jan was a Lower Morden Councillor for 20 
years and at one point the only conservative Councillor there from 1994-1998.
She lived in Aragon Road with her husband Allan, who had been a Lower Morden 
Councillor on the old UDC and subsequently Merton until 1978 when he moved to 
Village.   Allan is the only person in the fifty years of the borough to have his name on 
all four of the honour boards and he and Jan were in many ways inseparable.  At the 
point of her death they had known each other for more than 60 years, since they 
were teenagers, as she died at age 79.  

Jan was a force to be reckoned with.  Tall and imposing, she was forthright in her 
views and what today we may call a ‘marmite’ character.  She had a passion for 
social services and chaired the committee in the 1980s.  In the late 90s she was 
asked to chair a cross-party task group on the implementation of the MacPherson 
report in Merton, and was equally passionate to see the recommendations 
implemented.  She was Mayoress to Allan in 1988-89.

It would be hard to say that she softened in later years on the council.  But whilst in 
the remedial class with Sheila Knight to learn computer techniques, from which she 
graduated, they found common cause at a personal level which overcame years of 
political animosity.  

Despite her busy life as a Councillor, Jan was a volunteer for the delivery of meals on 
wheels and carried this forward in Australia when they emigrated in 2002 to be closer 
to their son Steven in New South Wales.  When Jan and Allan left Merton they had 
over 61 years of service together as Merton Councillors.  I spoke to Allan yesterday.  
He is still obviously trying to come to terms with his loss but he has been very 
touched by all the messages of sympathy and remembrance he has received from 
the UK and of this tribute to Jan’s memory.  
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Councillor Oonagh Moulton

I would like to speak about former Councillor Ron Wilson who sadly passed away 
recently and a number of Councillors joined me in attending his funeral.  Ron Wilson 
was elected to Lower Morden in the 2004 by-election and he served very diligently on 
the council until 2010.  He is fondly remembered across the chamber by all former 
colleagues and his residents, for whom he worked absolutely tirelessly and many of 
whom paid their respects at his funeral.

He was a great community ambassador and he always had time for everyone.  To 
stop and chat to residents, colleagues across the chamber and officers remember 
him with high esteem. 

He also served with distinction on a number of committees.  He particularly stood up 
for people’s interests, not least the older members of our community, and in his role 
as the older people’s champion.  I think across the chamber we’ve all paid our 
respects and it’s truly sad he was taken so early. His family and many friends 
remember him very deeply.

Whilst I didn’t have the pleasure of serving alongside Jan Jones, I do know from 
colleagues what a valuable contribution she made to Merton and to the Conservative 
Party locally and during her 20 years of dedicated service.  Jan’s legacy still lives on 
in the conservative group and indeed, its party today. She recruited many members 
within the community, not just for volunteering but to step up.  Not least my former 
colleague Tariq Ahmad, now Lord Ahmad, a conservative peer and member of the 
government. He probably wouldn’t have been here or in the government if it wasn’t 
for Jan Jones who inspired him and got him to make some of those phone calls to 
myself.

Councillor Nick Draper

I would like to speak to Jan Jones, with whom I shared a ward.  I first met Jan on the 
night I was elected to Lower Morden in 1994.  She stood right up close to me and 
looked down at me and said “I’m going to make your life hell for the next four years”, 
and I was terrified.  I spent the next 12 months opening doors for her, pulling out 
chairs for and asking her advice and opinions about the ward.  I really learned from 
her and by the end of the first year we were kind of sharing the unpopular jobs, like 
traffic calming; she did Lower Morden Lane and I did Garth Road.  I found out that 
beneath the armour plating was a very warm hearted Councillor who really cared for 
her ward and all the issues she was involved in, in particular advancing the cause of 
ethnic minorities in the borough.  

When in 1998 the conservatives won back Lower Morden, she came over to me on 
election night and gave me a big hug and a kiss.  I turned to my wife in horror and 
she said “you’re going to miss her you know” and she was right. Rest in peace Jan.

Councillor Stephen Alambritis
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I would like to speak about former Councillor Ron Wilson.  I know he was elected in 
2004, re-elected in 2006 to 2010.  He served on the Planning Committee and was 
older people’s champion as has already been said. 
The one thing that struck me about Ron was his attention to making sure he caught 
up with you.  Making sure he met you and shook your hand, whatever the 
differences, whatever the disparities, he would always come up to me and shake my 
hand and have a chat about the issues.

Ron always picked me up on programmes I’d been on, and at the time I was at the 
Federation of Small Businesses and regularly on the box, on one particular 
programme called Working Lunch with Adrian Chiles, and I think Ron regularly 
watched it.  He used to come up to me and correct me, and rightly so on occasions. 
He was always immensely friendly and we all appreciated that on this side.  

Councillor Edith Macauley

I got to know former Councillor Jan Jones in 1982 as my local Councillor in Lower 
Morden.  The first time she knocked on my door, I said I was a Labour supporter and 
she said she wouldn’t knock any more but she did.  And to be fair to Jan, she was a 
good Councillor.  I got used to her as well because her husband was a magistrate in 
Wimbledon and he was mentoring me.

Jan Jones and myself worked to implement the 39 recommendations in the 
MacPherson report and one of the things she said to me was that we must support 
the Ethnic Minority Centre and the late Mr Karim and Jan were instrumental in 
making sure it was there in Vestry Hall and I thank her for what she did for ethnic 
minorities in the borough.  Even though she was a conservative Councillor she met 
the needs and requirements of everyone, irrespective of colour.  Rest in peace.

Councillor Peter Southgate

I would like to add my tribute to Ron Wilson.  Ron actually became a Councillor not 
long after I was first elected.  I remember the first time I met him, at a reception after 
the Mayor making.  We both were feeling rather conspicuous amongst what felt like a 
sea of chattering 20-something year olds and we developed one of those older bloke 
affinities which lasted.  

Mainly it is as a member of the Planning Committee that I will remember Ron.  He did 
his homework diligently on the applications that concerned him.  He visited the sites 
and spoke up fearlessly on applications for his point of view.  I didn’t always agree 
with him but did respect his integrity.  

He was a good ward Councillor as we’ve heard.  I know he derived satisfaction from 
being able to sort out people’s problems.  He will be missed by his constituents and 
he will be missed by us.  
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